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native critics condemn, is no invention of the
British, but was inherited from their predecessors
in title the Moguls, whose Brahmin ministers in-
vented it, and it has existed under every Govern-
ment that has ruled India, so far as we have
any record of their rule, differing in no whit in
principle, but widely in respect of its incidence,
which has been enormously and progressively re-
duced.

For the permanent settlement the British
Government is no doubt responsible, but the trans-
formation of farmers of the land tax into landlords
paying a fixed proportion of their assets to the
State, which the Bengali Babus and landlords extol,
and which they unnecessarily fear the Government
may cancel, is not a successful experiment, and at
any rate it is certain that the British Government
has had to intervene to protect the actual cultivator
from the rapacity of landlords of their own creation.
Yet these very landlords, in no small degree, pro-
vide the funds for the agitations, which British
Members of Parliament support in the belief that
they are taking up the cause of the people of India!

The fear that this system may be abandoned,
and that direct relations between the State and the
cultivator may be renewed in Bengal, accounts,
for the most part, for the fact that many of the
Bengal landlords subscribe to the agitation engi-
neered by Bengali Babus and Deccani Brahmins.